Is there any authentic narrative to prove that "Uthman ibn Sa’'id” was the advocate
and deputy of Imam “"Mahdi” [A.S]?

Description:

Shias believe that Hadrat “"Mahdi” [A.S] has assigned “Uthman ibn Sa’id” as his public deputy.
The most well-known narrative that implies this matter has been quoted by “Ja‘far ibn Malik al-
Fazari” but “Najashi” and late “Koei” have said that he’s not reliable and call him hadith
creator. Is there any other authentic narrative that clearly shows that “"Uthman ibn Sa’id” was
imam Mahdi’s deputy? Please, tell me this narrative and that if we have reason indicating that

“Ja'far ibn Muhammad ibn Malik al-Fazari” is authentic?
Response:
The deputation of particular deputies is amongst the necessities of Shia sect:

Firstly: the proxy of particular deputies is one of the certain matters amongst Shia scholars
and Islamic jurists and is considered as one of the necessities of Shia sect; that's why such

issue doesn’t need narrative nor the document of its narratives need to be studied.

Secondly: “Uthman ibn Sa’id” is amongst elders of Shia who was the deputy of imam “Hadi”
[A.S], imam “Askari” [A.S] and imam "“Mahdi” [A.S]. There are authentic-documented

narratives in this regard that some of them are as follow:

Shaikh “Tusi” writes in “Al-Ghaybah” book:
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A group of hadith narrators have quoted for us {Shaykh Tusi} from “Haroon ibn Musa
Talakbari” and him from “"Ahmad ibn Ishag Qomi” who said: one day, I went to Imam “Ali ibn
al-Naqgi” [A.S] and said: my master! Sometimes I can meet you and sometimes not, whose

word would I accept and obey?

He said: “Ibn Abu Amr” [Uthman ibn Saed] is honest and trustworthy and what he quotes and

conveys to you is on my behalf.

“Ahmad ibn Ishaq” says: after imam “Hadi” [A.S] died, I went to imam “Hasan Askari” [A.S]

and asked him the same question, he answered:

“ibn Abu Amr” is honest and trustworthy, he was trustworthy with former imam {Imam Hadi}
and is also trustworthy with me both during my life and after my death, what he says and

conveys to you is on my behalf.
Al-Ghaybah — vol. 354

This narrative’s document is authentic and its implication is faultless and implies particular
deputation and proxy of “Uthman ibn Sa‘'id”, in the time of imam “Hadi” [AS] and imam
“Askari” [AS] also imam “Mahdi” [AS].

And Sheikh “Kulayni” writes in “Kafi” book:

Oo Guldy il UB el ade pauddl ool HE &b o3l sl A8y ...
5 S33) Ld e ] 3l b ok iSyaall & Jd Ll (b Upds 351 Lassl Jelel
. Ugololl 4Rl B ghbi 3 & goiwld Usiy (i=d el UB b

Vlas ally iS,0xl & UGS S Jio He pMudl aule Aa3o Ui Ulw &l e g3l oapasis

=

LSl Lpabls bg) goiuld LVsis wiwd U VB by LL3H wad e 2| USI Ld
. o UGgaladl LA




“Ahmad ibn Ishaq” told me that he'd asked imam “Hadi” [AS]: “"Who is your ambassador so
that I cooperate with him?” or he might had asked: “Whom would I receive divine “Ahkam”

from and whose word must I accept?” imam “Hadi” [AS] had said your name and said:

“Uthman ibn Sa’id” is reliable, any message that he gives you from me is on my behalf and
any word that he quotes from me is my saying. Listen to his word and follow his order that

he’s quite reliable and honest.

And “Ahmad ibn Ishaq” has informed again that he'd asked imam “Askari”: “Who is you

ambassador?” imam “Askari” [AS] had said:

“Uthman ibn Sa‘'id” and his son “Muhammad ibn Uthman” are trustworthy, any message
conveyed by them is on my behalf and each word that they quote from me is mine. Listen to

both of them and obey them who are trustworthy.”

“Shaikh Kulaini” — Al-Kafi — vol. 1, p 329

The document of this narrative is also faultless and indicates that “Uthman ibn Sa’id” has been
the deputy of imam “Hadi” [AS] and imam “Askari” [AS].

In one of his books, late Shaikh “Tusi” has written a long letter from Imam “Mahdi” [AS]

addressing and ordering “Ishaq ibn Isma'’il”:
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“Don't leave the city unless after visiting “Uthman ibn Sa’id Amri”, May god be pleased of him
because we're pleased of him. Greet him and introduce yourself so that he recognizes you,

he’s virtuous and reliable and close to us, any amount of money that others are going to give




us is given to him and he gives it to us, may god protect us and support us in all our works,

hello to you and all friends and solute on our master Prophet Muhammad [PBUH].
Ikhtiyar Ma'rifat al-Rijal — vol. 2, p 848

It's been restated in this narrative that “Uthman ibn Sa‘id al-Amri” has been advocate, deputy
and mediator between people and imam “Mahdi” [AS] and would take Imam’s share {money

must be paid to imam} for him.

And when “Uthman ibn Sa’id” passed away, imam “Mahdi” [AS] sent a letter to his son

“Muhammad ibn Uthman” expressing his condolence:
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“god increase your spiritual reward and give you tolerance in this disaster, you're grieving and
we're sad too, separation from your father is terrible for both of us, may god make him happy
in his place, one of his happiness was that he had a child like you who will remain after him
and take his place {deputy} by his order and ask forgiveness for him! I also say: “Praise
belongs to god”, because Shias are happy that you exist, may almighty god help and support

you and make you success in your work and be your friend and protector”
“Kamal al-Din and Tamam al-Ni‘mah”, p 510 // Al-Ghaybah — p 361

Shaikh “Tusi” says about the appointment of "Muhammad ibn Uthman” instead of his father:
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A group of people have quoted from “Haroon ibn Musa” and him from “Muhammad ibn
Hamam” that “"Abdullah ibn Ja’far Hemairi” said: when “Uthman ibn Sa’id” died, a letter about

the appointment of his son *Muhammad ibn Uthman” instead of him was issued.
Al-Ghaybah — p 362

He also writes:
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“"Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Mahziyar Ahvazi” quoted for us that after “Uthman ibn Sa’id” a

letter from imam “Mahdi” [AS] was given to me:

May god protect his son. He was reliable during his father’s life, may god be pleased of him
and his father and bless his father. To us, his son is the same as him and is sitting in his place,
what he says from us is our saying and he practices our order. So, accept his saying and know

our opinion about him.
Al-Ghaybah — p 362
Studying the narrative quoted by “Ja’far ibn Malik Fazari”:

Late Shaikh “Tusi” writes:
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“Ja'far ibn Muhammad ibn Malik Fazari al-Bazaz” has quoted from a group of Shias including
“Ahmad ibn Helal” and “Muhammad ibn Muawiyah ibn Hakim” and “Hasan ibn Ayyub ibn
Nouh” that all of them said: we went to imam “Hasan Askari” [AS] to talk about next imam,
forty other persons were there too. Then “Uthman ibn Sa’id Amri” rose and said: O son of

messenger of Allah! I want to ask you a question that you know better, imam said:
O “Uthman” sit down! Then imam “Askari” [AS] got up, when he was going out, he said:

Don't leave the room. Not of us left the room, after a short while imam “Askari” [AS] called

“Uthman ibn Sa’id”, he rose up, do you want me to say that why you're here?

We said: Yes we do, imam said: you are here to ask about next imam, we said: that’s right,
then I saw a youth who was like piece of moon and was look like his father imam “Hasan

Askari” [AS] more than any other person. Imam “Askari” said:

“After me, he’s your imam and my successor, obey him and know that you won't see him from
tomorrow until his life is completed. So, accept anything that “Uthman ibn Sa’id” says on his

behalf. He's the deputy of your imam and deputation is given to him.

As for “Ja'far ibn Muhammad ibn Malik”, firstly: Shaikh “Tusi” and “Abu al-Ghasim Kufi” have

said that he's reliable:
Al-Tusi —Rijal — p 418
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Secondly: that’s true that “Najashi” and “Ibn Ghaza'iri” have said that “Ja‘far ibn Muhammad
ibn Malik” is not reliable but it's worthless against the reliability said by Shaikh “Tusi” because

they said that he’s not reliable due to quoting narratives that would be considered




exaggeration in their idea in that time; while today these narratives are amongst the
necessities of Shia sect.

Allameh “Abdullah Mamgani” writes in this regard:
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I said in decuple benefits in preface that today some issues are amongst the necessities of our
sect {Shia} but in the past they'd be considered exaggeration that's why some of reliable
narrators were called unreliable and I think what has been said about “Ja‘’far ibn Muhammad
Malik” — that he’s not reliable and ...- is because he’s quoted Shia imams’ miracles, particularly
the story of the birth of imam “Mahdi” [AS]... the result of this research is that he’s reliable
according to the saying of Shaikh “Tusi”.

Tangih al-Magal — vol. 1, p 226

Allameh “Namazi Shahroodi” writes:
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The stronger opinion about “Ja’far ibn Muhammad Malik” is that we say: according to what
Shaikh “Tusi”, “"Abu Al-Ghasim Kufi” and *Mamghani” have said, he’s trustworthy.

Mustadrakat Elm al-Rijal al-Hadith — vol. 2, p 213

Thirdly: Shaikh “Tusi” said:

In a long and well-known narrative ...




From this sentence we can realize that this narrative has been quoted by many narrators and
it can cover the unreliability of the document {if we believe so}. Thus, the document of this
narrative is faultless and at least we can use it confirming other narratives quoted in this

regard.
The opinion of Shia elders about Uthman ibn Sa’id’s deputation:

Shaikh “Tabarsi” writes in this regard:
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Honest and reliable ambassadors and people who were mediator between people and imam
“Mahdi” [AS] during occultation. The first one is “Uthman ibn Sa’id Amri” who had been
appointed as deputy by imam “Hadi” [AS] and imam “Askari” [AS] did so as well and he was
their deputy during their life. Then he was selected as deputy following imam Mahdi’s [AS]
order that the response to letters and problems {done by imam Mahdi} was given to people by
him. When he died, his son "Muhammad ibn Uthman” took his place and undertook the same
charges. After him, “Husain ibn Rooh Nubakhti” took his place and last deputy was “Ali ibn
Muhammad Samori”. These four guys took the position of deputation ordered by Imam Mahdi.
And Shias would accept their saying if it had a sign from imam “Mahdi” [AS] such as miracle

and ... that'd prove the position of deputation and their claim.




Shaikh “Tusi”, one of Shia scientific pillars, writes:
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He's one of the accepted and confirmed ambassadors. The first one is “Uthman ibn Sa’id ibn
Amri” who was reliable and was appointed as deputy by imam “Haid” [AS] and then his son

imam “Askari” [AS] and his title was “Asadi” and then he was known as “Amri”.
Al-Ghaybah — p 353
He also writes in his “Rijal” book:
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“Muhammad ibn Uthman ibn Sa‘id” and his father were appointed as deputy by imam “Mahdi”

[AS] and have high position amongst Shias who believe in twelve imams.
“Al-Tusi” — Rijal — p 447

Allameh “Helli” quotes this issue as well.

Khulasah al-Aghwal — p 250

“Ibn Dawood Helli” says:
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“Uthman ibn Sa‘id Amri” known as “Saman” and “Zayyat”, his nickname is “Abu Amr”, he’s
dignified and trustworthy. He served imam “Hadi” [AS] for ten years. And he was also the

deputy of imam “Askari” [AS].

“Ibn Dawood” — Rijal — p 133




Conclusion:

The proxy and deputation of “Uthman ibn Sa’id” are amongst certain issues and there is

consensus amongst Shias in this regard and document of the narrative quoted by “Ja‘far ibn

Malik” is faultless.

Good luck.




